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KNOW  YOUR  MONEY 

You  are  looking  at  a counterfeit  twenty  dollar  bill.  The 
man  who  made  this  counterfeit  was  arrested,  convicted 
and  sentenced  to  a term  in  a Federal  penitentiary. 

Counterfeiting  has  been  aptly  described  as  an  offense 
never  committed  by  accident,  nor  by  ignorance,  nor  in  the 
heat  of  passion,  nor  in  extremity  of  poverty.  It  is  a crime 
expertly  designed,  by  one  who  possesses  technical  skill 
and  lays  out  substantial  sums  for  equipment. 


2 


KNOW  YOUR  ENDORSER 


The  signature  on  this  page  is  forged.  It  appears  on  the 
reverse  side  of  a U.S.  Government  check  and  represents 
another  type  of  crime  against  the  unsuspecting  public. 

Anyone  who  cashes  Government  checks  should  be  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  the  identification  procedure  stated 
on  the  back  of  the  check  and  should  carefully  follow  these 
suggestions. 

This  booklet  will  show  you  how  to  guard  against  forgery 
losses. 


IDENTinCA'nON  PROCEDURE 
^ \JBen  cashing  this  check  for  the  individual 
payW  you  should  require  full  identification 
and  endtMement  in  your  presence,  as  claims 
agaffiit  endorsers  may  otherwise  Fcsult. 


TH^  payee  should  endorse  below  in  ink 
or  indelible  pencil.  ■■ 

If  endorsement  is  made  by  mark  IX)  it 
must  be  witnessei*by  two  persons  who  can  write, 
giving  their  places  of  residence  full. 


It  is  suggested 
negotiated. 


this  check  be  promptly 


HOW  TO  DETECT  COUNTERFEIT  BILLS 


1.  KNOW  YOUR  MONEY  by  examining  and  becoming 
familiar  with  the  bills  you  receive. 


2.  COMPARE  a suspected  bill  with  a genuine  of  the 
same  denomination.  Look  at  these  features: 


PORTRAIT 

Genuine 

Portrait  appears  lifelike  and  stands  out  dis- 
tinctly from  the  fine  screen-like  background. 
The  hairlines  are  distinct. 

Counterfeit 

Portrait  is  lifeless  and  the  background  is 
usually  too  dark.  Portrait  merges  into  the 
background.  The  hairlines  are  not  distinct. 

COLORED  SEAL 
Genuine 

Saw-toothed  points  are  even,  clear  and 
sharp. 

Counterfeit 

Saw-toothed  points  on  the  circumference  are 
usually  uneven,  blunt  and  broken  off. 

BORDER 

Genuine 

The  fine  lines  are  clear,  distinct  and  un- 
broken. 

Counterfeit 

The  fine  lines  that  crisscross  are  not  clear 
or  distinct. 

PAPER 

Genuine 

Printed  on  distinctive  paper  with  visible,  in- 
terspersed red  and  blue  fibers. 

Counterfeit 

Usually  printed  on  bond  paper  with  no 
colored  fibers  evident  or  with  red  and  blue 
lines  printed  on  paper  to  simulate  fibers. 

3.  ASK  the  United  States  Secret  Service,  your  bank  or 
the  police  if  you  doubt  that  a bill  is  genuine. 
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GENUINE  PAPER  CURRENCY  LOOKS  GOOD 
BECAUSE... 


IT  IS  made  by  experts. 

IT  IS  made  on  costly  ma- 
chines designed  just 
for  that  purpose. 

IT  IS  printed  from  steel 
plates  produced  by  ex- 
pert engravers.  Genu- 
ine engraved  plates 
make  clear  lines. 

IT  IS  printed  on  distinctive 
paper. 

IT  IS  GOOD! 


COUNTERFEIT  PAPER  CURRENCY  LOOKS 
BAD  BECAUSE... 


IT  IS  usually  a product  of 
inferior  workmanship. 

IT  IS  made  with  equipment 
designed  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

IT  IS  printed  from  a plate 
which  is  made  by  a 
photo  mechanical  pro- 
cess, causing  loss  of 
detail. 

IT  IS  printed  on  paperwhich 
does  not  contain  the 
distinctive  red  and 
blue  fibers. 

IT  IS  BAD! 
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PORTRAITS  ON  PAPER  CURRENCY 


Counterfeiters  rarely  use  the  wrong  portrait  on  notes,  but 
occasionally  they  alter  the  amounts  on  bills.  For  example, 
a $1  bill  may  be  raised  to  a $10  bill.  Consequently,  Ameri- 
cans should  know  the  following  portraits  on  paper  cur- 
rency: George  Washington  on  the  $1  bill,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln on  the  $5  bill,  Alexander  Hamilton  on  the  $10  bill, 
Andrew  Jackson  on  the  $20  bill,  Ulysses  S.  Grant  on  the 
$50  bill,  Benjamin  Franklin  on  the  $100  bill. 

The  men  portrayed  on  paper  currency  are  alike  in  two 
ways.  They  were  distinguished  American  Statesmen  and 
they  are  deceased.  By  law  no  living  person  can  be  por- 
trayed on  a bill  or  any  other  obligation  of  the  United 
States.  The  reason  for  this  legislation  goes  back  to  Civil 
War  days.  At  that  time  the  portraits  of  President  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Salmon  P.  Chase 
appeared  on  currency.  If  there  had  been  any  objection  up 
to  that  point,  a record  of  it  has  been  lost  to  history. 
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Then  the  Clark  incident  occurred.  Spencer  M.  Clark 
was  the  chief  clerk  of  the  National  Currency  Division  of 
the  U.S.  Treasury,  which  later  became  the  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing.  Mr.  Clark’s  portrait  appeared  on 
500,000  five-cent  notes,  causing  a stir  of  disapproval  in 
Congress. 

Representative  M.  Russell  Thayer  of  Pennsylvania 
denounced  portraying  living  persons  on  currency,  saying 
it  was  “condemned  by  the  public  sentiment  of  the  country 
and  by  every  principle  of  good  taste  and  propriety.”  He 
also  questioned  the  use  of  portraits  of  persons  “not  asso- 
ciated with  the  historic  glories  of  the  country.”  The 
Deficiency  Appropriation  Act  of  April  7,  1866,  was  before 
the  House.  Mr.  Thayer  proposed  an  amendment  to  it 
barring  the  use  of  portraits  of  living  persons  on  notes  and 
other  obligations  of  the  United  States.  The  bill  passed  and 
became  law. 
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HOW  TO  DETECT  COUNTERFEIT  COINS 


COMPARE 

Suspected  counterfeit  coin  with  genuine  coin  of  the 
same  denomination. 


FEEL 

Many  counterfeit  coins  seem  greasy. 

CORRUGATED  OUTER  EDGE 

Genuine  coins  (lOt,  25(;,,  SOp  and  $1.00)  have  an 
even  and  distinct  reeding  (corrugated  outer  edge). 
The  reeding  on  counterfeits  is  uneven,  crooked  and 
oftentimes  missing.  A band  of  copper  should  also  be 
clearly  visible  on  genuine  IOC  and  25C  pieces  struck 
on  the  new  non-silver  clad  alloys.  These  coins  bear 
dates  of  1965  and  later. 

CUT  EDGES 

Genuine  coins  are  not  easily  cut  with  a knife. 
Counterfeits  are  often  easily  cut  or  bent  under  slight 
pressure. 

ACID  TEST 

Acid  will  blacken  a scraped  or  cut  portion  of  most 
counterfeit  coins  but  will  not  discolor  genuine  silver 
coins  (all  50<;  coins  and  lOp  and  25C  pieces  bearing 
dates  prior  to  1965). 

FORMULA  for  Acid  Test  for  silver  coins  only 

Silver  Nitrate 10  grams 

Nitric  Acid 1 cubic  centimeter 

Distilled  Water 30  cubic  centimeters 

This  solution  can  be  purchased  for  a few  cents  in 
any  drugstore. 
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IF  YOU  RECEIVE  A COUNTERFEIT  BILL 
OR  COIN 


1 

DO  NOT  return  it  to  the 
passer. 


2 

DELAY  the  passer  if  possi- 
ble. 

3 

TELEPHONE  the  police  or 
the  UNITED  STATES  SE- 
CRET SERVICE. 

4 

NOTE  the  passer’s  descrip- 
tion, the  description  of  an 
accomplice,  if  applicable, 
and  the  license  number  of 
the  vehicle  used. 
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WRITE  your  initials  and  the 
date  on  the  bill,  and  sur- 
render the  bill  ONLY  to  the 
police  or  the  UNITED 
STATES  SECRET  SERVICE. 
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POSITIONS  OF  IMPORTANT  FEATURES  ON 
PAPER  CURRENCY. . . . 


Federal  Reserve  Seal  and 

Letter  _ Type 


Back  Plate  Number 


Serial  Number 


Portra 
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n Here 


Serial  Number 


Treasury  Seal 


Series 


Check  Letter 


Face  Plate  Number 


. . . STUDY  THEM  TO  KNOW  YOUR  MONEY 
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HOW  TO  GUARD  AGAINST  FORGERY 


More  than  600  million  U.S.  Government  checks  are 
issued  each  year.  This  large  number  attracts  criminals 
who  specialize  in  stealing  and  forging  thousands  of  them. 
A high  percentage  are  stolen  from  mailboxes  in  apart- 
ment houses  and  private  homes. 

The  check  thief  usually  forges  the  payee’s  endorsement 
and  presents  false  identification.  Business  establishments 
often  unknowingly  aid  the  forger  by  failing  to  request 
proper  identification.  The  result  is  the  merchants  suffer 
loss  from  the  forged  check. 

Many  of  these  losses  could  be  avoided  if  the  intended 
victim  asked  himself  these  questions: 

1.  Is  it  a type  of  identification  worthy  of  confidence? 

2.  Does  the  identification  really  belong  to  the  per- 
son presenting  it? 

3.  Does  the  identification  appear  to  be  genuine  and 
unaltered? 

4.  Would  considerable  effort  and  time  be  required 
to  obtain  such  identification? 

5.  Is  the  personal  appearance  of  the  endorser  con- 
sistent with  the  kind  of  person  who  would  be 
expected  to  have  such  identification  and  such 
a check? 


z 

o 

c 

u 

1 

< 

p 

z 

H 

3 

w 

Q 

s 

Ul 

it 

O 

■ H 

ee 

§ 

3 

Z 

* 

ol 

(0 

cC 

U) 

V) 

AS 

d 

-I 

O 

o 

o 

u. 

z. 

H 

o 

oc 

z 

D 

o 

2 

o 

o 

z 

x 

I 


TREASURY 

DIVISION  OF 
DISBURSEMENT 


WASHINGTON.  D.C. 


No.  92j95Gj  53^ 

SYMBOLaOOO 

tIAR  19  1971 


PAT  TO  THE 
pRDER 

OF 

I 


I I 
I 


CAROLYN  S 

10456  RCSEMOli  AV E 
FALl  CHURCH 
VA  20041 


15-51  I 

Eim  000 

I I 

I I 
I I 


DOLLARS 

CENTS 

^♦#573 

00 

CSA1|69437  CSA  ANNUITY 


I 


I 


I 


DRAWN  FOR  ABOVE  OBrtCT- 
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IDENTinCA'y^N  PROCEDURE 
■ cashing  this  check  for  the  individual 

payHf  you  should  require  full  identification 
and  endeffftment  in  yoiir  presence,  as  claims 
agaQQt  endorsers  may  otherwise  resale. 


TH^  payee  should 
or  indelible  pencil. 


endorse  below  in  Ink 


If  endorsement  is  made  by  mark  (X)  it 
must  be  witnessepit)y  two  persons  who  can  write, 
giving  their  places  of  residence  M full. 


Anyone  cashing  a Government  check  should  consider 
the  purpose  for  which  the  check  is  drawn,  stated  on  the 
front  of  the  check,  in  relation  to  the  person  presenting  it. 
For  instance,  a 20-year-old  boy  should  not  be  cashing  an 
Old  Age  and  Survivors  Insurance  check.  Nor  should  an 
18-year-old  girl  be  cashing  a Social  Security  annuity 
check. 

Forgery  losses  would  be  greatly  reduced  if  people  who 
cash  U.S.  Government  checks  knew  the  endorser  or  re- 
quired proper  identification. 

Many  Government  checks,  particularly  those  issued  for 
Social  Security  or  income  tax  refunds,  are  made  payable 
to  a husband  and  wife.  Such  checks  must  be  endorsed  by 
both  payees  before  they  are  cashed;  failure  to  do  so  may 
invalidate  them  or  require  the  Department  of  the  Treasury 
to  stop  payment  while  an  investigation  is  made. 

A Government  check  issued  after  the  payee  dies  can- 
not lawfully  be  cashed  by  a member  of  his  family  or  even 
by  the  administrator  of  his  estate.  Such  checks  must  be 
returned  to  the  issuing  government  agency,  along  with  in- 
formation about  the  death  of  the  payee.  The  issuing 
agency  then  determines  what  portion  of  the  check,  if  any, 
belongs  to  the  survivors. 


It  is  suggested  iMft  this  check  be  promptly 


negotiated. 


IF  YOU  RECEIVE  GOVERNMENT  CHECKS... 


Try  to  have  a member  of 
your  family  at  home  when 
checks  are  delivered. 


!\* 


C iASWV.  1 

/ ^ 

J 


Do  not  endorse  your  check 
until  you  are  in  the  presence 
of  the  person  who  cashes  it. 


The  locked  mail  box  or  mail 
slot  on  the  left  are  safer 
than  the  one  on  the  right. 


4 

Try  to  cash  your  checks  in 
places  where  you  are  well 
known  to  make  identifica- 
tion easy. 
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IF  YOU  CASH  GOVERNMENT  CHECKS... 


1 

Insist  that  all  checks  be  en- 
dorsed in  your  presence. 


3 

Initial  all  checks  and  note 
the  kind  of  identification 
offered  with  the  check. 


2 

Insist  that  a person  present- 
ing a government  check 
identify  himself  as  the  per- 
son entitled  to  the  check. 
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U.S.  SAVINGS  BONDS 


United  States  Savings  Bonds  are  safer  to  hold  than 
currency  because  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  \A/ill 
replace  Savings  Bonds  which  are  stolen,  lost,  mutilated, 
destroyed  or  forged. 

Persons  who  keep  their  bonds  at  home  may  be  victim- 
ized by  burglars.  Some  bond  owners  fail  to  discover  their 
bonds  are  missing  until  months  after  they  are  stolen. 

The  following  suggestions  will  aid  the  United  States 
Secret  Service  in  its  effort  to  suppress  forgery  and  assist 
the  government  in  replacing  lost  or  stolen  bonds. 

1.  Keep  bonds  in  a safe  deposit  box  or  other  safe 
place. 

2.  Keep  a record  of  serial  numbers,  amounts  and 
issue  dates,  separate  from  the  bonds. 

3.  Give  prompt  notice  of  loss  with  serial  numbers, 
issue  dates  (month  and  year),  denominations 
(maturity  value)  and  name  and  address  of  the 
owner  to  the  Division  of  Loans  and  Currency, 
Department  of  the  Treasury,  536  South  Clark 
Street,  Chicago,  Illinois  60605. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  OBLIGATIONS 

(Public  Law  85-921) 


Printed  reproductions  of  paper  currency,  checks,  bonds, 
revenue  stamps  and  securities  of  the  United  States  and 
foreign  governments  are  permissible  for  numismatic,  edu- 
cational, historical  and  newsv/orthy  purposes,  but  not  for 
general  advertising  purposes. 

However,  there  are  two  important  printing  restrictions. 
The  illustrations  of  paper  currency,  checks  or  bonds  must 
be  in  black  and  white  and  must  be  less  than  three-fourths 
or  more  than  one  and  one-half  times  the  size  of  the  genu- 
ine obligation.  Illustrations  must  appear  in  articles,  books, 
journals,  newspapers,  magazines  or  albums,  and  no  in- 
dividual facsimiles  of  such  obligations  are  permitted. 

The  plates  and  negatives,  including  glossy  prints  of 
paper  currency,  postage  and  revenue  stamps,  bonds  and 
other  obligations  and  securities,  used  in  printing  the  illus- 
trations in  publications  must  be  destroyed  after  their  final 
use  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  made. 

Motion  picture  films,  microfilms  and  slides  of  currency 
can  be  made  in  color  and  black  and  white  for  projection 
on  a screen  or  for  telecasting. 

No  prints  or  enlargements  may  be  made  from  films  un- 
less they  conform  to  the  above  restrictions. 

Photographs  or  printed  illustrations  of  United  States 
and  foreign  coins  may  be  used  for  any  purpose,  including 
advertising.  The  same  is  true  for  motion  picture  films  and 
slides  of  coins. 

DO  YOU  KNOW  YOUR  MONEY? 

What  are  some  of  the  characteristics  of  a genuine  bill? 
What  are  some  of  the  characteristics  of  a counterfeit  bill? 
What  are  some  characteristics  of  genuine  coins? 

What  are  some  characteristics  of  counterfeit  coins? 
Whose  portrait  appears  on  the  $1  bill,  $5  bill  and  $10  bill? 
Who  should  be  contacted  if  you  receive  a counterfeit? 
Who  loses  when  a Government  check  is  forged? 

How  can  you  prevent  forgery  of  Government  checks? 

What  is  good  identification? 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  UNITED  STATES  CURRENCY 


In  the  early  days  of  our  Nation  there  was  English, 
French  and  Spanish  currency  in  circulation.  This  caused 
confusion  and  slowed  up  trade.  Therefore,  the  Congress 
established  the  dollar  as  our  unit  of  money.  This  led  to 
the  establishment  of  the  United  States  monetary  system 
in  1792.  The  following  year  the  United  States  Mint  began 
coining  money  at  Philadelphia. 

Congress  authorized  certain  metals  to  be  used  for  our 
coin  currency.  They  were  gold,  silver,  nickel  and  copper. 
United  States  Gold  Coins  are  no  longer  coined  or  issued 
by  the  U.S.  Mints. 

Paper  currency  was  in  use  before  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  signed.  It  was  called  Continental  Cur- 
rency and  its  value  became  so  depreciated  that  “not  worth 
a continental”  was  a common  saying.  The  plates  for  the 
first  issue  of  this  money  were  engraved  by  Paul  Revere. 

Paper  currency  was  used  after  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  1789  and  was  issued  by  two  United  States 
banks.  The  first  bank  was  closed  in  1811  and  the  second 
in  1836.  After  1836  paper  currency  was  issued  by  banks 
operating  under  charters  from  the  States. 

The  Civil  War  ushered  in  the  issuance  of  paper  currency 
by  the  United  States  Treasury.  Then,  in  1863,  National 
Banks  were  empowered  to  issue  currency,  however,  these 
notes  have  been  retired  since  1935.  Today,  Federal  Re- 
serve Notes  are  issued  by  12  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  with 
a green  seal  and  serial  numbers.  United  States  Notes, 
issued  by  the  Treasury,  have  a red  seal  and  serial  num- 
bers. These  are  the  only  types  of  paper  currency  now  being 
printed. 
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FEDERAL  RESERVE  NOTES 

Federal  Reserve  Notes  total  more  than  nine  times  the 
value  of  other  notes  in  circulation.  These  notes  are  issued 
and  retired  in  accordance  w/ith  the  varying  requirements 
for  currency.  The  denominations  are:  $1,  $5,  $10,  $20, 
$50,  $100,  $500,  $1,000,  $5,000  and  $10,000.  The 
$100  is  the  highest  denomination  printed  since  1945. 
Although  higher  denomination  notes  are  still  in  circulation, 
they  are  no  longer  printed  or  issued.  Each  Federal  Reserve 
Note  bears  a regional  seal  at  the  left  of  the  portrait.  This 
seal,  printed  in  black,  bears  the  name  of  the  Federal  Re- 
serve Bank,  and  the  letter  designating  the  Federal  Reserve 
district  in  which  that  bank  is  located.  On  notes  of  the 
1950  series  and  later,  the  black  Federal  Reserve  regional 
seal  is  smaller  than  earlier  designs  and  is  surrounded  by 
sharp  points. 


CURRENCY  AND  COIN  DESIGN 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  advice  from  division 
directors,  is  responsible  for  determining  the  designs  and 
portraits  used  on  paper  currency. 

The  Director  of  the  Mint,  with  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  selects  the  design  for  coins.  Congress  can 
prescribe  a coin  design,  but  has  done  so  infrequently.  The 
‘Washington  Quarter’,  issued  from  1932  to  the  present, 
was  prescribed  by  Congress.  The  design  of  a coin  may  not 
be  changed  more  than  once  in  24  years,  unless  Congress 
determines  otherwise. 
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CALL  YOUR  LOCAL  SECRET  SERVICE 
FIELD  OFFICE 


Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 
Atlanta,  Georgia 
Austin,  Texas 
Baltimore,  Maryland 
Birmingham,  Alabama 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
Buffalo,  New  York 
Charleston,  West  Virginia 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina 
Chicago,  Illinois 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Dallas,  Texas 
Denver,  Colorado 
Detroit,  Michigan 
El  Paso,  Texas 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 
Houston,  Texas 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 
Jackson,  Mississippi 
Jacksonville,  Florida 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
Los  Angeles,  California 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
Memphis,  Tennessee 
Miami,  Florida 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 


Mobile,  Alabama 
Nashville,  Tennessee 
Newark,  New  Jersey 
New  Haven,  Connecticut 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
New  York,  New  York 
Norfolk,  Virginia 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
Omaha,  Nebraska 
Paris,  France 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
Phoenix,  Arizona 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
Portland,  Oregon 
Providence,  Rhode  Island 
Richmond,  Virginia 
Sacramento,  California 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
San  Diego,  California 
San  Francisco,  California 
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THE  UNITED  STATES  SECRET  SERVICE 


The  United  States  Secret  Service  is  the  oldest  general 
law  enforcement  agency  in  the  Federal  Government.  It 
was  created  in  1865  to  suppress  counterfeiting,  which, 
at  that  time,  accounted  for  one-third  of  all  money  in 
circulation. 

Since  1865  other  duties  have  been  added  to  the  Secret 
Service  jurisdiction,  such  as  apprehending  forgers  of  gov- 
ernment checks,  bonds  and  securities.  The  principal  mis- 
sion of  the  Secret  Service  today  is  to  provide  security  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 


